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5. A verification statement signed under oath before a person 
authorized to administer oaths.  The verification statement must 
state that the petitioner knows that the information in the 
petition is true based on the petitioner’s personal knowledge or 
that the petitioner believes the information is true based on 
information provided to the petitioner. 

 
After filing the recount petition, the petitioner may amend the petition.  
This may be done to include information discovered as a result of the 
facts gathered and determined by the board of canvassers during the 
recount.  If the petitioner wants to amend his or her petition, the 
petitioner must file a motion with the board of canvassers to amend as 
soon as possible after the petitioner discovers or should have reasonably 
discovered the new information, and show that the petitioner was unable 
to include the information in the original petition. 
 
If a candidate petitions for a recount in part, but not all, of the wards 
or municipalities within a jurisdiction or district, the opposing 
candidate may file a petition for a recount in any or all of the 
remaining wards or municipalities.  The latter petition must be filed not 
later than 5:00 p.m. – two days after the board of canvassers completes 
the first recount.  The board of canvassers convenes at 9:00 a.m. on the 
next business day to count the remaining wards or municipalities.  This 
right also applies to a referendum election.  Any elector may petition to 
recount the other wards or municipalities in a referendum election. 
 
If a recount petition is not filed in the proper form by the filing 
deadline, or is not filed on time, or is not accompanied with the 
required filing fee, the petitioner loses his or her right to a recount 
of the election. 
 
A copy of the recount petition, Form EB-186 is set out at the end of this 
section. 
 
When is a Filing Fee Required? 
 
In some cases, a fee may be required for the recount.  If 1,000 or fewer 
votes are cast, no fee is required if the difference in the total votes 
cast between the leading candidate and those cast for the petitioner or 
between the affirmative and negative votes cast at a referendum is less 
than 10.  If the difference is at least 10 votes, a fee of $5 per ward is 
required.  If more than 1,000 votes are cast, no fee is required if the 
difference is no more than one half of one percent (.5%).  If the 
difference is more than .5% but not more than 2%, the fee is $5 per ward.  
If the difference is more than 2%, the petitioner must pay the actual 
cost of conducting the recount.  See chart on page 7a. 
 
To determine if the difference exceeds one-half of one percent or exceeds 
two percent, multiply the total votes cast by .005 or .02.  If the 
difference between the leading candidate and the candidate requesting the 
recount is greater than the number determined by multiplying the total 
votes cast in the election by .005, $5 per ward is due.  If the 
difference between the leading candidate and the candidate requesting the 
recount is greater than the number determined by multiplying the total 
votes cast in the election by .02, the actual cost of the recount is due. 
 
The “leading candidate” is the candidate winning the election.  In an 
election where more than one candidate is elected to the same office of 
in a primary election when two or more candidates are nominated, the 
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- If the state board of canvassers determines the election or 
referendum, the petition must be filed no earlier than the last 
meeting day of the last county board of canvassers to make a 
statement in the election or referendum and no later than 5:00 
p.m. on the third business day after the Elections Board receives 
the last statement from the county board of canvassers. 
 

What Happens When the Petition is Filed Properly? 
 
Before the petition is actually filed, the filing officer typically 
knows, based on the results of the election or referendum, that a 
recount is likely.  In addition, the filing officer may begin to 
suspect, based on questions that he or she may receive, that a recount 
is a possibility.  Under these circumstances the filing officer alerts 
the members of the board of canvassers to be prepared for a recount.  
The board of canvassers should arrange their schedules to allow them 
to be available for the recount when they are notified that a recount 
petition was filed and that a recount will be conducted.  When the 
petition is filed, the filing officer informs the board of canvassers 
where and when to convene to begin the recount. 
 
Upon receipt of a valid recount petition, the filing officer shall 
make a copy of the petition for delivery to all candidates whose names 
were listed on the ballot for the same office.  In a partisan primary, 
candidates from all parties for the same office must be notified by 
the filing officer.  A candidate or agent designated by the candidate 
may personally accept delivery of the copy of the petition.  Upon 
delivery, the candidate or agent shall be required to sign a receipt.  
If a candidate or agent does not personally accept delivery, the 
petition copies shall be given promptly to the sheriff.  The sheriff 
shall promptly serve copies on the candidates without fee. 
 
The filing officer should inform each candidate to whom notice of the 
recount was given of the place and time of the recount when petition 
copies are served on the candidates.  The filing officer should also 
inform each candidate of his (or her) right to be present during the 
recount and to be represented by counsel to observe and challenge the 
votes cast and the canvassers’ decisions at the election.  The 
petitioner and candidates are encouraged to obtain legal counsel to 
represent them in any recount proceedings.  The board of canvassers 
should also make arrangements to obtain legal advice as needed during 
the recount proceedings. 
 
Who Conducts the Recount? 
 
The board of canvassers that determines the original election result 
conducts the recount, except for state and federal elections.  For 
state and federal elections, the county boards of canvassers for the 
counties in which the contested votes are cast conduct the recount.  
The board of canvassers should be composed of the same people who 
initially canvassed the election results.  However, there may be 
substitutions among the members of the board of canvassers caused by 
illness or absence from the community during the recount. 
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Calculating Recount Fees 
 
 
Upon receiving a petition the clerk shall calculate any fee due or reasonably 
estimate any fee due…  The clerk shall provide the petitioner promptly with the 
total due or estimate.  
 

If 1,000 or less votes are cast 
Vote difference Amount Due 

Less than 10 votes  No fee due 
At least 10 votes $5 per ward 
  

If more than 1,000 votes are cast 
Vote difference Amount Due 

No more than .5%  No fee due 
More than .5% but not more than 2%  $5 per ward 
More than 2% Actual cost 
 
 
See s.9.01(1), Stats. 
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